
Senior End of Year Frequently Asked Questions 

*Show to parents & put this on the fridge!* 
1. What events do I need to go to at the end of the year? 

Graduation practice is the one mandatory event that ALL GRADUATES MUST ATTEND. You may not 

participate in the graduation ceremony if you do not attend graduation practice. This is Wednesday, May 22 at 

8am. Here is a list of all the events:  

 Senior Awards Night:(seniors receiving awards will be invited) Tues May 21 at 6:30pm in aud 

 Graduation Practice:(mandatory for all) Wed May 22 at 8am in A Hallway classrooms 

 Senior Picnic: Wed May 22 after graduation practice. This is at the SHS track 

 Academic Awards:(seniors receiving awards will be invited) Thurs May 23 at 10am in auditorium 

 Baccalaureate: Thurs May 23 at 7pm at Summerville Baptist Church 

 Graduation: Sat May 25 at 7pm at N. Chas Coliseum. Students must arrive before 6:15pm in cap/gown 

 

2. What is the best way to keep up with info and announcements? 

We have MANY ways to keep up—you should try to use multiple ways. Everyone should sign up for BOTH the 

whole-school texts AND the senior texts. We also have an Instagram, Facebook, online announcements, and 

the school website. Hallway TVs show the online announcements during the day. The senior remind text will 

be used quite frequently as we get closer to graduation and throughout graduation week.  

 Texts: Seniors/parents: text @shsgrad19 to 81010; All students/parents: text @grnwaveshs to 81010 

 Instagram: @summervillehigh 

 Facebook: @shsgreenwave 

 Website: http://shs.ddtwo.org/ 

 Online announcements: https://bit.ly/2ZPGVVh 

 

3. What is graduation practice and is it mandatory? 

Graduation practice is MANDATORY for students who want to participate in the graduation ceremony. Grad 

practice is Wednesday, May 22 at 8am. Students will park in the senior lot and enter through A-Hallway door 

to report to assigned classrooms with their line leaders. You will receive your guidance packet and cap/gown 

and review grad procedures. All students will then report to the auditorium for more information, the Val/Sal 

reveal, the senior slideshow, college recognition, etc. Afterward, all seniors are invited to the senior picnic on 

the track—there will be food, fun, games, and college swag! 

 

4. I am not planning to walk at graduation. What do I do? 

If you are not planning to walk at graduation and participate in the ceremony, please let Ms. Selander know as 

soon as possible. Like all graduates, financial obligations must be cleared before materials will be released. 

You may pick up your diploma at the school the week following graduation.  

 

5. What are the expectations for us at the graduation ceremony? 

We have always been so proud of how our students conduct themselves at graduation, and we know the class 

of 2019 will be great! We need you to be on time (inside the building by 6:15pm), be dressed correctly, and be 

respectful during the ceremony. Your line leader will collect your keys and phones- we do check gowns and 

pockets. Students cannot carry items into the ceremony. We also ask that your family DOES NOT celebrate too 

much when your name is called- because the next person’s name might not be heard. Ultimately, the 

graduation ceremony is a privilege not a right. We do not like to prevent our students from attending, but it 

can be done if necessary.  

 

6. Is there a dress code for graduation? 

Yes. Girls wear a dress/skirt/dress pants with dress shoes. Boys wear a dress shirt and tie, dress pants, and 

dress shoes. Jeans, tennis shoes, and other casual clothing are not allowed. Students wearing inappropriate 

http://shs.ddtwo.org/
https://bit.ly/2ZPGVVh


clothing will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony. Students also wear their school-approved 

graduation regalia. The school will provide all approved cords, medals, etc. Students may not alter their 

regalia, including the cap. The gown will be creased from packaging, so a low heat iron or steam is needed. 

 

7. How does parking work at graduation? 

Each graduate will receive TWO parking passes for the North Charleston Coliseum. Parking is limited due to 

construction. If more parking is needed, the District is providing bus shuttles at 3659 West Montague Avenue 

to/from the Coliseum. Traffic is ALWAYS heavy on graduation days—please plan ahead and leave plenty of 

time to arrive, park, and be seated. Doors open at 6pm. Students must be there by 6:15pm.  

 

8. One of my family members is handicapped. Is there parking and seating for them? 

Yes. You will use your parking pass for them to get their car into the Coliseum parking lot. Once they are there, 

the vehicle’s handicap placard will allow them to park in a handicap space as they are available. There is 

seating on the ground level behind the graduates for handicap attendees. However, only ONE person may 

accompany them to sit there. There is not room for families to sit in the handicap section.  

 

9. Do I have to come to school if I exempted my exams? 

The last day of class for seniors before exams is May 10. Exams will be May 13-16. Once you are done with all 

of your exams, you do not need to attend classes. Students may exempt teacher/district-made exams if they 

have NO unexcused absences AND if they have a final average of at least an 80. State/national exams may not 

be exempted.  

 

10. What happens if I don’t pass all of my classes? 

You should be working hard now to make sure you DO pass all of your classes required for graduation. There 

will also be Saturday School and Extended Year to provide students additional time to get work completed. 

Students who do not complete all academic requirements may need to finish in summer school and graduate 

at the end.  All final senior grades are due by May 17th.  

 

11. When do we get caps and gowns? 

Cap/gowns are distributed during the mandatory graduation practice at 8am on Wednesday, May 22. If you 

owe a financial obligation, your cap/gown will be pulled, and you will get an obligation notice instead. ALL 

obligations MUST be paid before you receive your cap/gown. This includes ID fines, lost books, library fees, 

phone fees, Jostens balances, etc. Reminder: you may NOT decorate or alter your cap. 

 

12. What if I still owe money or textbooks?  

If you still owe obligations on May 21, your cap/gown will be pulled. After grad practice, you will report to 

make your payments. Only then you will receive your cap/gown. This is always VERY stressful for students—

please take care of your payments early! 

 

13. What is Baccalaureate?  

Baccalaureate is a church service sponsored by the Summerville Ministerial Association each year and serves 

as a blessing from the community for the graduates. The location rotates among local churches. A relative of an 

SHS senior typically gives the sermon, and the service is led by SHS Student Council. There is an offering 

collected- students are invited to put in a few dollars if desired. This is an optional event but very meaningful 

to many students and their families.  Students wear their graduation regalia to this event. This year, it is being 

hosted by Summerville Baptist Church.  

 

14. What bags are allowed at the Coliseum? 

Visit the Coliseum website to read the policy: https://www.northcharlestoncoliseumpac.com/guest-

services/clear-bag-policy. Visitors are encouraged to leave all bags in the car. However, some clear bags, very 

small purses, and diaper bags (with children) are acceptable. Check the online policy for the best information.  
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15. Do we have Academic Awards for senior year? 

Yes, we do. It is Thurs May 23 at 10am in the auditorium. Criteria for selecting the recipients are the same as 

the fall awards. However, grades are taken THROUGH quarter 3. The criteria are: all grades at least 80 but 

must average to at least an 88 (without rounding), enrolled in min 4 classes for the year. Students with all As 

will receive the Board of Trustees Award. Students who qualify for Academic Letter will be specifically invited 

to attend the ceremony and will receive a medal that can be worn at graduation. Previous years’ medals may 

also be worn at graduation.  

 

16. I got invited to the Senior Awards Ceremony. What is that for? 

The Senior Awards ceremony is Tues May 21 at 6:30pm in the auditorium. This is when local business and 

other organizations present their scholarship and award winners. Students who are slated to receive an award 

will be specifically invited to attend. This includes: DD2 scholarship winners, Teacher Cadet of the Year, 

Senior of the Year, Palmetto Fellows EARLY Qualifiers, local memorial scholarship winners, military enlistees 

and benefit recipients.  

 

17. What does it mean if I get an obligation letter at grad practice and not my cap/gown? 

This means that you owe a financial obligation to the school and/or Jostens. The obligations must be paid 

before you receive your final transcript and your cap/gown. This process is VERY stressful for students. Please 

do NOT wait to take care of this! 

 

18. I want to make sure my name is pronounced correctly at graduation. Who do I tell? 

Starting Fri May 3rd, stop by to see Ms. Selander next to room 159 to let her know if you are worried about 

your name pronunciation. You can come before school, in between classes, or during ILT. Ms. Selander will try 

her best to read all names correctly at graduation!  

 

19. How do I get my pics in the senior slide show? 

Email up to 5 current or throw-back pics to Ms. Fuller at summervilleseniorslideshow@gmail.com . Make sure 

pics are school appropriate and contain only seniors. Also send in ONE fave family/parent pic. This is for a 

special surprise for your parents. The senior slideshow will be shown during graduation practice on May 22. 

The deadline to submit all pics is May 10th. Add your name in the subject line of the email.  

 

20. When is the senior picnic?  

The senior picnic is after graduation practice on Wed May 22 and will be held at the track. There will be fun, 

games, food, giveaways, and college swag. We will have bounce castles and obstacle courses as well as college 

team tug of war! All activities will wrap up by noon, so you still have plenty of time with the rest of your day! 

 

21. When do we get cords and medals for graduation? 

Students get cords for completing some programs at SHS, for being in some honor societies, and for scores on 

the Ready To Work test. They will be given out by your program leader or your counselor. You will receive 

them on/before graduation practice. Medals for distinguished honor grads, honor grads, and diploma of 

distinction will be given on grad practice day. Medals for Academic Letters will be given at the ceremony on 

Thurs May 22 at 10am. Previous years’ medals may also be worn. Students may wear these school-provided 

cords and medals to graduation with their gown.  

 

22. Can we decorate our graduation caps? 

No. You cannot decorate your cap or gown. Jostens will be on hand at graduation for students to purchase a 

new cap or tassel if needed. The only items allowed to be worn with the cap/gown are the school-provided 

cords and medals. Students who do not adhere to the assigned dress code will not be allowed to participate in 

the ceremony. The ceremony is a privilege, not a requirement.  
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